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ORIGINAL 
361 O xey Loop 

Chester, California g6020 

27 September 2004 

Federal Energy Regutatory Commission 
888 First Street, NE 
Washington, OC 20426 

Alto.: FERC Project 2105 

% 

Ref.: (a) FERC DEIS-0172D, of Septomber 2004 

Greetings: 

The ~ (a) draft environmental ~pact statemant deal= with FERC Project 2105, 
involving the ralicenalng of Paci~ Ga= & Elent~rk~ Co. (PG&E) hydreak¢l~ fadlltias on the upper 
reaches of California's North Fork, Feather River (NFFR). Having reviewed the document. } 
would like to offer the following comments. 

The altemathm recommended by FERC in Section 5.2.1 al)peam to be reasonable and 
approwtate with respect to the immea fulty addmmmd In the DEIS. However, tbere ts a mqor 
issue that is NOT addre~md in the d o ~  largety because PG&E and other involved parties 
have not yet provided full d~tmk~Jure to FERC. That issue involves the apparent plan to 
~ec~ve~ ex~aut cc~ w~er W~ Lake AM~mc~ and eand ~ ~ to cc~ ~e k~.~ 
reaches of the NFFR, in response to an ~ t  found in the FERC Project 1962 relicenalng of 
the Rock Creak - Creata reach of the river. 

The oold water extractJ(~ scheme immlves, among other ~ings, the use of the.hal 
curtains at Lake Almanor and adjacent Butt Valley Reservoir. If intpldmented, the scheme 'adlt 
definitely impact the llmnology of I .~e Almenor and Butt Valley Reu~K~r, but wtll produce only a 
very minor reduction in the summer~e wat~ tempamtute of Ihe Rock Creek - Creata reach. 
Furthemmce, it w~l have no beneflc~ Impect downstream during "dr/' or "critically dr/ '  water 
years, when reduced water temperatures would be most important. Thus, the scheme is both 
r~atively ineffective in achieving improved downstream trout habitat, and deffimantal to the 
upstream habitat. This is not ttm kind of ecologica~ steward~ip that the Amedcan public expects. 

From a coet-bene~t viewlXYn~t, the altuatlon ia at le=mt as dlsm=t. Currtmt PG&E eat~lmat~ 
place the initial costs at roughly !153 millk~, with annual maintenance costs running in exceas of 
$100,000 per year. These co~s would be required to achieve, dudng favorab~ "wet" or "normal = 
water yearn, about a one (1) degree Calsius reduc0on in downstream water temberature. By any 
~andard, Ibis is an ~ ou~4xmefit mla~onl~ip. Insuit I$ adbed to injury wben we find 
that l f~ oo~ of this ill-concetved progran~ would be borne by PG&E ou~omer$ in lhe lonm of 
i ~  u~l~y rates. 

Because this major issue has not been fu~  addressed in the FERC DEIS, I would 
suggest that any near-rich relkiemdng agreements for North Fod~ Feather River be handled as 
provisk)nal or interim documents, pending a satisfactory resolution to the water temperature 
matter, 

In pursuing the water temperature issue, I would recommend that FERC require the 
applicant to provide full dis(doluJm with regard to historical data, studies / analyses, and 
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alternative oourses of action. I would ~ the following spec~ ~ to FERCs attends, with 
the ~Jggestion that the~ may provide knportimt im~ghts: 

Historic measurements .... actual water tecnperalum ~ m m e f l t s  in the lower 
of the NFFR, taken during the summa" months of concern, pro" to 

installation of darns and hydro f a c i e s  (to date, no hkitodcal m e e ~  have bee. 
provided that would substantiate the "requirement" for lower s u ~  water 
temperatures dmmstr~m). 

- Historic ulmonid range .... verifiable accounts of Chinook salmon range in the NFFR, 
prior to the instal~ion of darns and hydro ~ (them q~amnUy am other account, s, 
including Native American, that conflict with those referenced by Yoshlyama, et al.). 

- Hedtage s~te IocalJons .... detem~gfion of lhe IocalJon of Na~e Amek=n (Maidu) 
cultural and budal ~ now inum:lated by Lake A I ~  (such ~ may be in the 
undenvater areas that PG&E would excavate as pert of the lhen'nal curtain installation). 

Thank you k~ the oR0odunity to Ixovlde "~N~Ibm:k on a mal~r th~ is very important to 
t~0oe of us who live In and ~ t l~ mountain envlronmmlt around Lake A~manor. 

Sincerer, 
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