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9-28-04 

To: Federal Energy Regulatory C o t m ~ d o n  
From: Lake Alnmnor Property, Patrick Penick 
Re: THERMAL CURTAINS, FERC Projcet 2105 
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I am deeply mneented ebout the proposed "tharmal curtaim" for Lake Ahmnor and Butt ~ k e  
below Ahnanor, known as FERC Project 2105. While discussions have been onsoing with the 
Federal Regulatory Commission and P.G.&E. for over 3 years, local people have only now heard 
about it because "protocols" adopted prohibited participants from going public. It's pretty clear 
why proceedings were conducted secretly. 

What we are ~ now is ahrmin8. It is likely that removing cold water from Lake Almanor 
andButt Lake Valley Reservoh- will result in devastating harm to bothlakesasfisherie~ Thereis 
no qnestion that the aquatic habitats will be harmed, and the extent o f  the damage is largely an 
unknown. And Lake Almanor, which is akendy a warm water mountain lake, could be in for 
catas/zophic change. Ahmnor is a relafivdy slmIlow lake, and late in tbe smnmer, grasses 
(millweed?) cov~r the shallower and warner waters. Ifthis lake becomes w a m ~  than it akeady 
is, this effect win h~crease, and aIsae blooms that deoxygenme tbe water bceome a likely ~ 
What is now a beautiful lake haven for fishing, swimmh|8, and water sports o f  all kinds for 
thousands o f  Californiam could well become another Clear Lake, when= one can look at the water 
but would not venture to swim in it. 

Another concern, o f  course, is cost. Installation o f  the two "thermal curtains" is estimated at 54 
million dollars, and ennual ~ costs are presently unknown. P.G.&E. ratepayers would 
foot the bill - and for a project that most o f  us find abon~able. 

And the purpose o f  the "ctmains'? To lower wa t~  temperature hi a 5 mik n:ach o f  the North 
Fork of  the Feather River by one degree celsius for a couple o f  months each year. What a 
tradeofi2. 

Wewho live end werk end ~ t-  the Lake Almenor Basin eppcel to you for help h~ resisting 
FERC Project 2105 and the "thermal curtains". We believe that ffyou look into the matter you 
w~ll agree thal it is a bed idea - a very had idea. 

Patrick L. Penick 


