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361 Oslxey Loop 
Ch~ter, California 96020 

5 March 2005 

Mr. Arthur G. Baggett, Jr., Chairman 
California State Water Resources Conbol Board 
P.O. Box 100 
Sacramento, CA 9 5 8 1 2  

Ref.: Upper North Fork Feather River / FERC Project 2105 

ORIGINAL 

"D 

C )  

[ ' t " ; 1_ ; .  I 

• ~ -~ i  ,_~ 

,'-n 

Dear Chairman Bagge¢ 

Fo~ quite some ~me now, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) has been woddng to 
satisfy requirements Wx the relicensing of its hydmpower lact~es on the upper North Fork of the 
Feather River (NFFR) under FERC Project Number 2105. Virtually aft of the fedeeal and state 
requirements have been met, with the exceptkm of a water quality permit from the California 
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). From what has been discussed in pubNc 
mee~ngs, it seems that the I)dndl~ holdup to S I M ~ 8  aplxoval is a downstream water 
temperature requirement that was levied on PG&E during an eadier re~osmd~ effort for the 
lower reaches of the NFFR. 

PG&E has been attempting to meet the SWRCB's requb'ement to reduce the 
summert~ne water temperaturw to 20 degrees Celsius or less between Rod( Creek Dam and 
Cresta Powen'xx~m "to the extere that Lk:ensee (PG&E) can mmsonably c o n ~  such 
temperatures." To that end, PG&E has conducted and contracted for an extensive army of 
scientific analyses and expedmenls, co. r ig  wel over one million dollars. ~ funds have 
been ex nded by various p e a c i n g  .gend  as they have supposed to a 

and acceptable solution. But in spite of the best efforts of all the participants, con~, ' ing  
more than twenty altemath~, no reasonable so lut~ has been focthcoming. In ~ l a r ,  
s ~  ~wcu~ a e ~  ex~ c~ ~W~m ~e ~enem ~ at L~e 
Almanor and Butt Valley have been shown to be poor options due to an absurd co~.becteffi 
relationship, an unacceptable impact on the fisheries of both I~es, a high probability of 
disturbance of NalWe Arnecican sites, and suspected adverse impacts on local water quality and 
toudm. 

GMm the amount of resoumes that have bee~ expended In the pumu~t of the 
downstream water temperature requirement, and the lack of an acceptable altema~ve to sattMy 
that need, I I~leve that it is tkne to accept the conclusion that PG&E Is not able to "reasonal~ 
contr~ such lernperatures." I be~kwe that it would be foolish to s~bl~mly press on with this 
ad~m,'~ s~ulaUon in the fete of the ovenvhe~lng m now mseml~ed. 

I use the word "ad)ilnuy" above because there Is serious doubt in b'le publlc's mind that 
the downst~mm water tempenltum value of 20 degrlms Ceislus (68 degrees F.) is a valld figure 
for the lower ~ of the NFFR. Nobody questions the auedJon that Imtd prefer cokl water 
and would thdve best at 20 degrees C. (x a I~le lower. But to this polnL lflem has been no i~bl~ 
disseminalk:m of any scientifically validated ~ temperature ~ that would 
substantiate the claim that the lower roaches of the NFFR were e~'er In the 20 degree C. range 
during July and August before the installation of h y d ~  facilities. 
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When you couple the lack of ~ a n t J a t ~ g  water temperature m4decce wl~h the fact that 
there have beect no large scaJe trout Idh attnbuted to wamt watats in the lower reach~ of ~ 
NFFR, the basic premise for the original "requirement" becomes highly suspect. And while it may 
have been a wodhy goal to attempt to coo~ the =~mmedime watem, for enhanced trout f i r ~ y  
~ ,  the ~ a c t  of att=ntng that go= hm pro~n to t~ deady e x m .  

I am therefore requesting that the SWRCB take the environmentally re~oonstble 
approach by (a) formally re~inding the reduced water ~ r e  requlreme~t, and (b) issuing 
PG&E b'le necesury water quality permit to =qow the reicenldng I:~oce~ to co¢¢1~. 

S l ~ ,  

Copy to: 
• Federal Energy Regulatory Commi~ion 
• California Depa~tmmlt of Fiah & Game 
• US Senator Dianne Fetns~n 
• US Representative John Doollttle 
• California State Aueml:~yman Rick Keene 


