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PROCEEDINGSES
(10:26 a.m.)

MR. MUDRE: My name is John Mudre, and I‘m with
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. And we’re here
today to have a scoping meéting.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commissicn is the
federal agency charged with overseeing the non-federal
hydropower projects in the United States.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission issues
licenses for and oversees the operation of the non-federal
hydropower projects. And that’s why we’re here today,
because the license for the Upper North Fork Feather River
Project, FERC No. 2105, is expiring in a couple of years.

The licensee for the project, Pacific Gas and
Blectric Company, has decided that they want to apply for a
new license for the project, and has filed their application
to do that.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission must
decide whether and under what conditione to issue a new
license for that project. As part of that process to
support the Commission’s decision, Commission steff is
preparing an Environmental Impact Statement.

And part of the process of preparing an
Envircnmental Impact Statement is to conduct scoping

meetings, which is basically to identify what are the issues
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that need to be loocked at in ocur Envircnmental Impact
Statement.

So we're trying to determine what issues we need
to analyze toc be able to make the proper decision on, again,
whether and under what conditions to issue a new license for
the project.

We have a Court Reporter here today, and
evervthing that we say is being recorded, g0 we can make
sure that it get into the ocfficial Commimsion record for
this proceeding.

There will be transcripts produced that are
available from Margaret, our Court Reporter. If you want
copies, see here after the mesting.

¥You can alsc obtain copiea of the transcripts off
of the FERC website in about two weeks, but if you need them
gsooner, Margaret could probably get them to you in about
three days or so.

There are microphones acattered around the tables
here. They don’t actually amplify anycne’'s volce. They are
just cohnnected to her recorder, but we do need to speak into
the microphones to make sure that whatever is eald is duly
recorded.

What we’'re doing to do first is, I'm going to
have Tom Jereb give a description of the existing Upper

North Fork Feather River Project, and then also to describe
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some of the changes that they’re proposing in their
application for a new license.

After that, we're going to talk a little bit more
about scoping, our schedule for the proceas, and then we get
to the real part of the meéting, which is to obtain public
or agency comments on what they think ies important that we
look at.

We have igsued a document. We call it Scoping
Document 1, and they have been handed out and so are there.
This basically lista what we think the issues are, based on

a review of the application.

You know, we may well have missed some important
igmpues, and that’s what we want to hear tcday. Once we get
back to the office and review the transcripts, we may reviase
SD-1 and put out a new document, SD-2, which is our updated
document that we will work from when we begin to prepare the
EIS. |

And with that, I‘m going to turn the meeting over
to Tom.

MR. JEREB: Okay, thank you, John. Again, my
namée 18 Tom Jereb, and I'm managing the relicensing for PG&E
for the Upper North Fork Feather River Project.

I brought a couple maps that are up here on the
wall that I’'ll be talking about, and also I have three
individuals here as a part of the Upper North Fork PG&E team
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for relicensing: Chuck Everett, who deals with the
recreation and manages the recreation studiea that were
done; I have Stu Running, who is an aguatic biclogist; he
manages the aquatic bioclogy studies that were done; and next
to him down here ie Mike Malloy; Mike is the operating
superintendent who operates the system.

Se they’re here to anawer questions if you have
any.

S0 let me first start by describing the project.
Maybe Stu, you could get up at the map and point as I
describe the facility, so that I can stay by the microphone.

I'1]l be quick on this. We have three reservoirs
relating to the Upper North Fork Project: Lake Almanor,
Butt Valley Reservoir, and Belden Forebay.

The water from those three reservolrs operate
five different powerhouses: The Butt Valley Powerhouse, the
Caribou I and II Powerhousea, the Oak Flat Powerhouse, and
the Belden Powerhouse.

Those five powerhouses produce ensugh energy for
about 360,000 homes here in California, and that equates to
about 360 megawattg, eo it’s an easy equation there.

The Project, over the last three or four years,
we’'ve been evaluating and studying all the different
resources, and we spent about $9 million locking at thie eo

far. We've prepared an applicaticn, and it was filed in
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October of last year,

It’s an eight-volume set, and it'e over on the
counter over there in those black binders. That‘s the size
of it. It’s available in the local libraries for anybody
that wishes to view it.

All cf the study results and information and our
proposale are within that application.

I'd like to go over some of those proposals now
and spend about five minmutes, and Chuck will spend about
five minutes, going over the proposala that are in that
application.

Thoge are just proposals. We are proposing those
to FERC, and wa're open to discussion and comment on thoee
proposals.

We are in a collaborative effort with a number of
rescurce agencies and interested parties. We’re meeting
regularly on a monthly baais to try and resolve the issues

which we have on the Project.

Our next meeting is tomorrow, here at 2:00.
We're meeting regularly and the meetings are open to the
public¢, ao you're welcome to come to those, if you chooge
to.

So, now let me go through the proposals that we
have: The first proposal is contained on page 7 of your

document, and if you’d turm to page 7, I’'ll just go through
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this list.

The firgt bullet there -- and I'11 just proceed
through them -- is an addition of 43 acres neceasary for the
Project in the Caribou area for an existing speil pond, and
existing road, and soﬁe penstock elope stabilization.

The next two bullets are related te water
gquality. We are studying the feasibility of a temperature
control structure at Prattville Intake up at Almanor for the
posaibility of taking cold water from Lake Almanor, down the

system to the lower Feather River Reaches for ecological

purposes.

Again, we're studying the feaaibility of that.
Nc decisions have been made yet. The study of that is
related to an agreement that we have struck with 13
different parties back in the year 2000.

That agreement was related to the relicensing of
the Rock Creek-Cresta Project. That agreement then was

primarily incorporated into a new FERC license that was

ispued in 2001, and so we’'re proceeding with the agreement
conditiona and the conditions within the new license, as
looking at the feasibility for temperature contreol at
Prattville Intake.

The next item here is doing some gate
manipulation at Canyon Dam for an odor problem that we have

in the Fall there, relating to the water which is withdrawn
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from that into the Seneca Reach.

The next several items there have to do with
river flows. At Canyon Dam, we’'re proposing to increase the
river flow there from 35 cfas to 75, more than doubling the
in-stream flow, year'rcund:

Down at Belden Forebay Dam, we're proposing there
to continue 140 cfs release. The current release there
during the summer is 140, and it switchea to 60 during the
winter. Our proposal is to have a year’round 140 cubic feat
per second releage at that dam.

We’re proporing to implement a ramping rate
during times of spill, and when we go in gpill and out of
spill, we would ramp up at a certain rate, Thie is 225 cfs
per hour, and then ramp down at 150 csaf per hour. These are
primarily for ecclogical reasons, slow ramping up and down
during times when we got into spill and come out of spill.

The last one on river flows iz to block load at
Belden Powerhouse at a certain flow. That’s to help
stabilize flows downatream from Belden Powerhouse, hecause
we can turn it on and turn it off, and it does cauge flaow
fluctuations downstream, so to stabllize those, that’a what
that measure is proposed for.

The next couple of items are relating to
fisheries. There‘s a fish barrier down by -- it’'s called

Gansner Bar. It's a small dam that croseses the river. It
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was originally built to prevent the non-game fish from
coming up inte the Belden Reach. It’'s not longer effective
and we feel that removing that would enhance the current
cold-water fishery, the trout spawning, so we proposed in
our application to remove that small concrete structure
across the Feather River.

There’s another small weir, even much smaller, up
on Butt Creek. It’se an old gauging weir, and it was put in
many, many years ago, and go we're planning to remcve that
for the same reason, to improve the trout spawning.

From a wildlife perspective, we have a nunber of
Bald Bagle nests in the Lake Almanor area, and what we've
proposed to do is to continue to comply with the measures in
a nesting territorial plan.

If you turn to page 8 here, we're locking at one
other wildlife measure. It’'s a combination wildlife-
recreaticn measure.

There is a significant population of bramble or
blackberry, called Himalayan Blackberry, and we’re looking
at some test plote down in the Belden Reach, Lo teat two to
four sites for blackberry control in public access areas
from the road to the river. BSo we‘re locking at that.

Blackberries, as you all know, are particularly
difficult to deal with because they are hard to eradicate.

They are quite evasive and they’re everywhere, and we’re
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looking at two to four sites to try to provide better public
accese from the road to the river.
For the recreation portions, Chuck Everett will

cover theae, and then I‘1l]l come back and address a few more

meagurea. 9o, Chuck?

MR. EVERETT: Thanks, Tom. I wanted to first
mention that there is a handout that was provided up front,
that provides a little more detailed description of the
pharing, but it’s alsoc pretty much the same as what’'s on
pages B and 9 of the Scoping Document No. 1, so you have
those two references.,

First, I wanted to talk about the development of
A recreation resource management plan. And this is a plan
that wae developed with input from area residents, the
County, Forest Service, the Natlional Park Service, the 2105
Committee, and others. |

And this was created between the draft and final
license applicaticon and ie included in the final license
application. It gets into a lot of detail about the
facilities and how they will be maintained over the term of
the new license.

But one key point of the recreation plan ia that
there are six programs: The first cne deals with facility

development. These ara facilities that PG&E would construct

over the term of the new license.
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12

The second program deals with operations and
maintenance, how those facilities would be maintained.

A third program is monitoring all the activities
and data that will be collected over the term of the license
to make decigions about managing those rescurces and when
new facilities would come online.

Another one is integration and coordination with
other resources, how decisions about recreation would be
coordinated with other resource areas such as fisheries and
cultural. That includes things such as annual meetinga to
digcuss and coordinate plans.

Another program is updating the plan over time,
how that plan gets changed, and what are the actions that
would occur, for example, updating the plan every ten years
or so, as needed, 8o that it's not a static plan.

And, lastly, there ia an interpretation an
education program that deals with providing interpretation
about cultural issues, resource protection, educating the
public in the hydroelectric project, and it would also
detail where signs would be located and what those mesgsages
are and things like that. So that’s a plan that would get
develcped when the new license is issued.

Next, I wanted to kind of highlight some of the
proposed facilities, starting with those that were kind of

the initial category or the firet ten years.
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Tom’ 8 going to point out where they are on the
map for those who might not be familiar with the names.

The first category of facilities deals with
accegeibility. Virtually every site has improvements
related to compliance with the Americans With Disabilities
Act, including amendments that should get adepted over the

next year or two.

And things like that would include: Teoilets in
boat docka; fishing piers and platforms; picnic sites;
pwimming areas; and these are scattered throughout the
Project area to improve accesaibility.

There will be one new facility for groupas at the
East Shore Picnlc Area that would get converted from picnic
ugse to group uge. This is a little-used picnlc site that
would get created as a new group site..

Next there would be conversion of several sites
to improve access to the shoreline. These ara both new

pites and improvements to existing sites.

There will be two on the North to improve access
to the Northern shoreline for residents in that area,
including the Super Channel Site near Cheater and a little
bit to the West, and, in downtown Chester, the Stover Ranch
site.

On the eastern 2ide, there would be two new

gites, Westwood Beach and Stumpy Beach, which would be day-
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use access sites.

and then on the western- and scuthern ends, there
are four sites. These would include a new site at Rocky
Point Campground for day use; this would be a new Bite
conversion; Canyonn Dam day-use area would get some
improvements. This im a fairly well used site.

A new gite is the PSAE Swim Beach in the
Prattville area, and then, finally, improvements to the
Almanor Beach, which is a Forest Service facility, to
improve the swimming access at that location.

There are alao several boat launch improvementa
proposed, the firat one being extension of the Canyon Dam
Boat Launch, which is a Forest Service facility. PGE&E ia
proposing to co-fund extension of that, getting the facility
eventually down to 4467. The Lake rarely gets to that
level, but the proposal is tc inczease the launch ramp at
ten-foot increments when that’s posaible to do that.

Alse there will be a brand new boat launch, a
%1.5 million proposed facility at the North Shore
Campground. This would be a new public beat launch with its
own separate accesg to provide boat launching en the
northern shoreline area where a boat launch doesn’t
currently exist.

Additional boat launch improvements would include

the Alder Creek Boat Launch on Putt Valley Reservoir,

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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providing additional capacity at that location for launching
boata on Butt Valley Reservoir, and also a new cartop boat
launch at the Belden Forebay. MNo launch exists there right
now, go that would provide access for small boats onto that
Forebay area. |

To expand some camping capacity in this first
phase would include an additional 20 sites at the Rocky
Point Campground. That‘s the new name for the old Lake
Almancr Campground, PG&E'a faecility.

To improve and protect resources along the
gouthwest shoreline accese area, PGE&E 13 proposing to work
with the Forest Service to provide improved developed access
pointe, approximately four of those in the southwest
shoreline area.

What that would include would be providing
graveled road and parking areas down to the 4500 foot
elevation, and then closing and rehahiiitating a number of

other existing roads to protect resources.

PG&E is proposing to also provide easementa
acroes company lands for traill development. These would be
trails that would be developed by either the Forest Service,
the Parks and Recreaticn District or others.

In Butt Valley Reservoir, we’re proposing some
improvements to angler access up by the Powerhouse area, by

providing two improved accesse points, include BO-A access
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and trails in that location.

On the western side of Butt Valley Reservoir,
we’re proposing two areas that would include both walk-in
and boat-in disperse access polnts, sc that’s a new facility
in those locations.

Down at the Belden rest stop, we’re proposing
some renovation of that facility, including additional
picnie facilities and improvements to 80-A access
interpretation, and toilet facilities.

And all during this initial ten-year period, PG&E
would also begin permitting procesa and ccllection of
eagements for other facilities that would be constructed in
the next ten- to 20-year period.

So kind of in the next phase after the first ten
years, a lot of these facilities would be triggered by
monitoring activities which would demonstrate that the
facilities are needed, basad on capacity. But a few of
these are also items that would be done in this period,
anyway.

The firat of those would be construction of a new
campground facility called the East Shore Campground. This
is proposed to be approximately 95 campmites, both RV and
tent, and include a day-use facllity.

It’'s propesed in three phases. Those phase would

like be constructed as need ie demonstrated. BSo that‘s a

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.

Nationwide Coverage
202-M7-3700 B0-336-6046 410-684-2550



13314 .ALL 17
OMT /wet
c 1 brand-new facility at about £7 million, I believe. So
2 that’s kind of the largest new facility we have proposed.
3 But there are also plans to expand a few other
4 campgrounds to provide add%tional capacity as need'is
5 demonstrated, and those include additional sites at Last
6 Chance Campground at the far northern tip, and Ponderosa
7 Flat Campground on Butt Valley Reservoir.
8 Also in this second phase, there are plans to
9 expand two group sitee at Camp Conery and Fonderosa Flat to
10 provide new facilities for groups; also to improve the
11 Almanor Bcenic Overlook, which is near the dam, to provide
12 additicnal picnicking and other facllitiles there and
(. 13 interpretation.
e 14 In the northern area, Catfish Beach, there it is.
15 This is a facility that we would need to acquire easements
16 across adjacent private lands, but the site itself ias on
17 PG&E property, and we’'re proposing there, new day-uae and
18 primitive camping opportunities with improved road accesa to
is that location.
20 Also along Butt Valley Reservoir, there are plans
21 for a new trail that would extend from the powerhouse
22 angling access area, all the way down to Cool Springs
23 Campground along the eastern shoreline.
24 There are a few other actiona that relate to
25 recreation: PG&E is supporting the County in adopting a new
C
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ordinance that would reastrict vehicular access below the
4500 foot elevation, so that would keep people out of
sensitive areas, including cultural areas, and a new
ordinance would give local law enforcement the authority to
then cite people thaﬁ are down in that area.

Asgsuming that that new ordinance is adopted, PG&E
ie propeaing to provide additional funding to the County for
additicnal law enforcement patrola.

PG&E is also proposaing to continue to negotiate a
memorandum of undersetanding. Thia is an agreement hetween
the Company and the County for marking hazards and removing
hazards on the water. This is an ongoing activity.

Finally, there are plans to provide additional
signs and pamphlets to inform boaters of underwater
conditions. This would be like a topographic map showing
wnere shallow areas are, and hazards,.and islande, to give
people more information about the conditions they may find

out on the water.

There is aleso, in parallel to the recreation
plan, a shoreline management plan that ie included in the
final license application. Thia includes proviasiona for
shoreline erceion and shoreline permitting. Thanks.

MR. JEREB: If we turn to page 2, you can follow
along with me at the bottom of page 9, where we have some

aesthetic resource improvemente we're praposing.

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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Thegse generally are painting, vegetative,
plantings, some spoil pile regrading and contouring, and
some road work.

Turn to page 10, and this moves us into the last
three bullets there relatiég to cultural and historic
regources. We’'re propesing a cultural resource management
plan, and a draft of it ie in the application, and that plan
containg measures for the protection of cultural resource
pites.

We’re proposing protection of several National
Historic-eligible Sites also. All of these would be
implemented, these cultural sites would be implemented as
soon as we get the license, which we’re expecting sometime
hopefully in 2004.

That concludes cur proposal within the
application. John?

MR. MUDRE: Thank you very much, Tom. HNext, I
would like to introduce Frankie Green. Frankie is with the
Louis Berger Group. And they are FERC'e support contractor
for preparing environmental documents.

Frankie and her team will be preparing the
Environmental Impact Statement for the Commission.

Frankie?
MS. GREEN: Thank you, John. I'd like to

introduce the rest of the team who are here with me today.
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We’'ll all be working together with John Mudre to prepare the
Environmental Impact Statement for this project.

To my far right is a member of the public; he’s
not part of my team.

{Laughter.)

MS. GREEN: Next to him is Jeff Murphy, cone of
the fisheries biologists working with me; Carcl Efird is our
recreation specialist; 8cott Ault is another fisheries
biologist; Mark Foreman is the engineer working on this
project, and next tc me is HBrian Mattax, who is cur water
quality specialist.

I'll be managing the team, managing the project,
and alsc addressing terrestrial issuea in this document.

In addition, we have a cultural resources

‘specialist who is not with us today, ae well as some other

pupport staff membera, but this is the primary team working
on this. Our cultural resocurces specialist has been working
with the local members of the Native American community to
work on various igsues.

Anyway, that’s cur team. John mentioned that we
are here for scoping. I spoke to Mr. Alexander, briefly,
about the purposes of mcoping. I thought I'd just touch on
that briefly at the beginning of my talk.

As I mentioned to Mr. Alexander, we're here to

collect information on all of the igsues related to the
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project, anything that we may not have mentioned in our
scoping docurment, we need to hear from you today.

We need to determine how significant the issues
are that have been listed in the scoping document before
you. I also would like tolknow if any of these igsues will
contribute to cumilative impacts in the watershed.

We have our -- we think we know which issues
will, but we would like to hear from you if you‘ve got some
other ideas on that.

In addition to the proposal that PG&R has put
before you, we'd also like to know if there are any other
alternatives that should be addressed in the Environmental
Impact Statement.

Also, if there any issues or resource areas that

we have mentioned that are not very significant, that should

be focused on, we’d like to know that as well.

So we'd like to start with our schedule. Thie ia
the scoping meeting. The scoping document was issued at the
end of April.

We will revise that scoping document, based on
any commente we receive, Commentg are due -- if there are
any written comments, they are due by June 20th, s0 I just
don’'t want anybody to forget that date. That is very

gritical.

Based on those comments and testimony we have
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received at the meeting last night and today, we’ll revise
the scoping document, issue the second sccping document by
the end of July 2003.

At about that same time, we anticipate isBuing --
FERC anticipates issgsuing a Notice that the application is
ready for Environmental Analysis. And that‘s when the
actual analyeis will kegin.

We expect to have a Draft Environmental Impact
Statement ready for review by the publiclin Januarf of 2004,
and a final Environmental Impact Statement in July of 2004.

Between the Draft and the Final Environmental
Impact Statement, there will be a public meeting. If we
have totally missed the mark on any of the issues that are
addressed, then that gives you an opportunity to provide
comments. If you think we did a good job, we'd like to hear
that, too, but especially if we’ve miased something very
critical, that's when you get an opportunity to tell us

that.
Any comments you provide on this scoping document

do need to go to the Secretary of the Commissgion. The
addrese 1s provided in the scoping document. 1It’‘s alsc on
the screen in front of you. Once again, the comments need
to be submitted by June 20th.

Please make sure vou include the name of the

project and Project Number 21052105, so that it gets
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included on the proper record at the Commission.

So now I‘m going to go through the resources
issues that we have identified. As John mentioned and Tom,
I think, as well, behind M;. Alexander and Bob and Mike over
there, are the volumes the very eight volumes of the license
application that were submitted to FERC in October.

We have gone through those and determined what we
think are issues that should be addressed, anything that may
be affected by the operations of the project, as well as any
measures that are proposed or are recommended to the
Commissicn. So I am just going to briefly go through those.

There are seven resource issues that we have
touched on in our scoping document. Those include: Water,
aquatic resources, terrestrial resources, threatened and
endangered species, recreation, land use and aesthetics, and
development resources.

So, starting with water reaﬁurces, which ia
what’es before us, we‘re going to look at the effect of the
project cperation on a variety of thing, including:
sediment supply and transport; flows in the Upper North Fork
Feather River and Butt Creek; the effects of project
operations on Lake Almancr water surface levels, and on the
temperaturee of the water.

Several of these items will have asterisks next

to them, and that indicates that we anticipate addresasing
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thoee itemms in our Cumulative Effects Analyeis. If we've
aleo migsed something on that, please make sure you point
that out in either your written or coral testimony.

Moving on, we're locking at potential deep-water
releases [rom Prattville and Caribou No. 2, and we want to
gsee the effects on water temperatures in the Lake Almanor
and Upper North Fork Feather River, bamed on that; and the
effect of Lake Almanor cloud-seeding on any trace metala and
cdors in the Upper North Fork Feather River.

We’re also intereated in the effects of any
project-related racreation on water quality in Lake Almanor.
That includes coliform bacteria, as well as MTEBEs.

We're also looking at the effects of flow
releasés on the determination of flow releasesa that protect
and enhance a variety of species and their habitata, aes well
as the owverall acgquatic system in the bypasa reaches
downetream of the Canyon and Butt Valley Dams and in the
North Fork Feather River downstream of the Belden Forebay.

And then we get into species of concern. The one
that comee to mind for aquatice is Hardhead. We want to
know if there are any effecte on Hardhead, based on any flow
releases that are recommended to the Conmission.

We are also interested in the effects of project
digcharges from Lake Almancor and the Butt Valley Reservoir

on water temperaturea and whether or not there’s a need to
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T’ 1 enhance temperature conditions for trout downatream of Lake
2 Almanor.
3 We're interested in the effects on project
4 operaticns on the amount of large woody debris in the
5 project area, am well as aﬁy assgociated fish habitat.
6 We want to know about the effects of fish
7 barriers, either human-made or natural, on Rainbow Trout
8 movement and distribution in the North Pork Peather River.
9 We're aleo interested in the effects of reservoir
10 levels on tributary access for varicus salmonid species,
11 either native or introduced.
12 We’re interested in the effects of turbine
‘.‘ 13 entrainment at the project powerhousea on a variety of -
A d 14 species, both Forest Service-sensitive species and other
15 fish species.
16 And we‘re also interested in the effects of any
17 potential rec¢reation flows on aguatic Eabitat and species.
18 Those would include any whitewater flows that may be
19 anticipated in this project area.
20 We're also concerned that there may be aome
21 effect on potential for whirling diegearme in the project
22 reservoirs, based on a change in project operaticns.
23 Moving on to terrestrial resources, we're
24 interested if there are any effects of flow releases on the
25 reserveir streams and agsociated wetlands.
. :
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There are two deer herds in the project area, and
we're wondering if there any effect with changing project
operations on either the winter range or summer range for
those two deer herds. They migrate through this project
area,

We want to know the effects of any flow release
on riparian vegetation and wetlande, as well as wildlife
habitat, and if there is any way to minimize those impacts.

We’re interested in managing any noxious weeds
that are on project lands at a variety of the facilities
assoclated with the project.

We’'re algo interested if there are any effects of
project coperations on any associated mitigation measures on
a variety of special status plants and animalg, including
Forest Service-sensitive species, Forest Service special
interest species, Forest Service Watch List Spaciea, and
California Species of Concern.

As you can see, there are a variety of plants and
animals on thia liet, and if there any effects on those
species, we are geing to determine if there are any meagures
appropriate to minimize those impacts.

Our next resource area is threatened and
endangered speciea, eort of building on the terrestrial
isgue. And there are a variety of species. I have decided

to handle this a little differently today, so bear with me.
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There are a variety of species in this project
area or their habitats that are in the project area that are
either listed by the Pederal Government or by the State of
California as threatened or endangered. The include: The
Bald Eagle, the Valley Eldérberry Longhorn Beetle, the
California Red-legged Frog, Peregrine Falcon, Willow
Flycatcher, Greater Sand Hill Crane, California Wolverine,
Sierra Nevada Red Fox, Hairy Orcutt Grass, and Slender
Orcutt Graga, Greene's Tuctoria, Hoover Spurge, and Layne’s
Ragwort.

And some of those are Forest Service-gensitive
specieg. Qur scoping document covere all of those, but
rather than list them all here, I thought I would give
everybedy a break today.

{Laughter.)

M5. GREEN: Anyway, moving on to recreation --
wasn't that nice to run right through that endangered
species section?

(Laughter.)

M2. GREEN: We're looking at the effects of the
proposed action and any alternatives tc the proposed action
on recreation access to project waters and to existing
recreaticnal activities and future recreational activities

within the project area,
We're also trying to determine the ability of the
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!!! 1 existing recreational facilities to meet current and future
2 demand, and that includes accessibility needs for
3 individuals who have special needs.
4 We're also looking at the potential effects on
5 the propoged action énd any alternatives on any angling
6 opportunities in the bypassed reached, and that would
7 include any altered flows. If we change any of the minimum
B Elowa or if there are any recreational flowe, we would need
9 to determine if that affecta recreation, including angling.
10
11 - We need to determine if there will be effectz on
12 the community of Chester if we expand the existing
‘.. 13 recreation facilities or increase the number of recreation
~ 14 facilitiea in the project area. We anticipate that there
15 would be an inoreased recreational usage and a variety of
16 other posaible or potential problems of increased litter,
17 increased fire potential, effects on public safety.
13 We also need to determine if any proposed actions
19 are within the recreation oppertunity spectrum of
20 clagsifications included in the National Forest Land and
21 ReBource Management Plans for both the Plumas and Lasaen
22 National Forests.
23 Moving on to land use and aesthetica, which was
24 that last one sort of started, we also need to determine if
25 we are ~-- we need to make sure that any propoeed actions or
|
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alternativee are compliant with the Sierra Nevada Porest
Plan Amendment that amended both the Plumas and ILassen
National Foreat Land and Regource Management Plans.

We also need to make sure the proposed action and
any alternatives are consiakent with the Plumas County
General Plan, including their land use zones and any
elements relevant to the preoject, including open space,
scenic highways, nolse, safety, conservation.

We need to make sure we're congistent with the
Bureau of Land Management’s Eagle Lake Resource Area
objectives.

The licensee has proposed adding 34 acres of the
Plumas National Foreset te the project area for penstock
mazintenance and spoil management. We would just need to
check on the effects of adding that acreage.

We need to determine 1f there are any effecta of
any flows on active mining claime in the North Fork Feather
River. We alsc need to determine if there will be effects
on law enforcement and fire management demands in the
project area due to the construction of eeveral proposed
residential development projecta near the project area.

We also need to determine if there will be any
effecta on static resources in the project, based on the
project’s operations.

Now, we're going to lock briefly at cultural
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resources. There are some other people working more on that
issue, and we just need to determine if there will be any
effects of the project operations and any proposed
enhancement measuree on prehistoric and historic
archeclogical resources, as well as gites of cultural or
religious importance.

In this area, we’re primary concerned with all
members of the Maidu and including the Greenville and
Susanville Rancherias.

And, finally, we're alsc concerned if there will
be any effects on any proposed mitigation or enhancement
measures on project economics. We’ll be looking at the
economics of all of these proposals and their effects on the
project.

8o those are the resource issues that we have
gleaned from that eight-volume license application. If
there are other ipsues that we need to addresa, we'd like to
hear those now, or you could please submit some written
testimony by June 20th to the Commimsion at that address.

Bo --

MR. JEREB: Thank you, Frankie. What we’re going
to do at this point is hear any comments that pecple here
have, and then after that, if in ocur question-and-answer
session, we’ll entertain gome gquestiones and try to give you

the answers.
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The first individual eigned up today to speak is
Michael Condon.

MR. CONDON: Good morning, my name is Michael
Condon. I'm the Ecosystem Planning Staff Officer from the
Plumas National Forempt. I‘wm working with an
interdisciplinary team of folks from hoth the Plumas and
Lassen Forest, because the project crosses both forest
boundaries.

We've got aquatic biclogists, terrestrial
biologists, hydrologists, and recreation specialists, all
working together tc try and provide input for our 4E
conditions. I don’t want to comment on those specifically:
I‘d like to limit my comments today just to the scope of the
analysis.

Before I do that, I would like to commend the
folka that we've been working with, Tom Jereb and his team
from PGE&E. I have been real impresaed with the
professionalism of the PG&E staff and their contractors in
thelir willingness to work on this in a collaborative
process. It’s made it a real rewarding and fruitful
exercise, I think, and we’‘re going to contimue working in
that vein and hopefully get to a settlement agreement in a
time that will dovetail nicely with the analyeis that you
will be doing.

With regard to the scope of the analysis, I just
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wanted to offer a few comments, one of which I think you’ve
heard already, having to do with the scheduling of thias, vis
a via the Hamilton Branch Amendment.

As far as I can tell, everybody agrees that
adding the Hamilton Branch facilities to the license is
probably a very good idea, but there’s a lot of concerns
about adding it to this license application and what that
does to ocur schedule and the ability to do a quality job in
now what’s becoming a fairly limited amount of time.

So we hope you’'ll take that into consideration,
and if that application actually does get filed, you’ll
consaider the best way to do it, sc that it doean’t impact
this particular application that we’'re working on now.

I would also like to comment on in terme of the
gcope of the analysies, the cumulative effecta. It struck me
that rather than limiting the cumulative effects analyais to
gsome specific issues, that probably anytime you’ve got a
direct or an indirect effect, there’a reason to look at it
in a cumulative effect sense, sc it would be good, I think,
to broaden that out to wvirtually all the issues.

And if there is ne cumulative effect, at least
discuss why we think there isn’t a cumulative effect. There
is also a little bit of a concern about the gecographic
extent of the cumulative analysis.

Clearly, being at the upper end of the watershed
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1!, 1 and the upper end of a series of projects, anything that
2 happens on this project hae the potential to affect the
2 downstream projecte, eo stopping the cumulative effects
4 analysis at the border with the Rock Creek Cresta Project
5 may limit the analysis unduiy, 80 we'd like you to consider
[ extending that, at least down through Lake Orville.
7 With respect to some cof the specific issues, I
B think, generally, we agree with the issues that you have
9 identified, and I just had a few comments, maybe, in terms
10 of the detalls of those issues.
11 Ap you know, one of the requirements for the
12 project is to be consiatent with the Land and Resocurce
A 13 Management Plane in place, including the Forest Land and
- 14 Resource Management Plan. OQOurs, as you are aware, wag
15 amended by the Sierra Nevada Framework not too long age, and
16 there are some epecific direction in there on hydro project
17 relicensing. |
18 Basically it gives us some guidance to etart out
15 by leooking at the natural hydrograph. It doean‘t lock us
20 into exactly -~ you know, we’re not bound by that.
21 Obviously, we can‘t restore it, but the guldance ia there
22 that we should try and mimiec that natural hydrograph.
23 Given that guidance and the lL.and and Resource
24 Management Plan, it’'s a bit of a red flag to us, anytime
25 that there are devlations from that. It doesn't mean
:
1 ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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they’re show-stoppers, but it gives us cause to step back
and ask why, and soc it’'s pomething that needs to be
analyzed.

As a for instance, the fairly flat-line baseflows
throughout the year, that’e not in sync with the natural
hydrograph, so that’s something that needs to be loocked at
and perhaps an alternative considered.

Likewise, pulses during any time of year that are
out of sync with that natural pattern, throw up a little bit
of a red flag and would need some careful analysis.

Clearly, water is at the crux of the issue here,
s0 we’'re very interested in the flows in the River, how well
they mimic the natural hydrograph. We're aleo intereated in
the Lake level and the temperaturea, both in the Lake and in
the River.

We recognize that it‘’s a balancing act, trying to
gatisfy all those sometimes-competing needs. We are working
through the ecllaborative process, analyzing some flow
achedulee and looking, with the help of the analyste from
P3zE, looking at how those affect the various parameters of
Lake level and flow, and that we’re hoping, in our
gettlement process, that we’l]l be able to come up with a
proposal that may serve as an alternative to flows that have
been provided by PG&E at this point.

I quess it’'s related to the aquatic resources and
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there’s been some mantion of a proposal by PG&E to lock at
eliminating or reducing the blackberries. In all honesty,
I‘'m not very hopeful that werll find a way to do that, but
if we are able to, I would suggest that it's not just an
igsue of access to the Rive¥ for recreational uses, although
that may be & reasonable place te start the task.

But we’re really interested in any opportunities
to restore the natural repairing of vegetation te those
gystems. The static flows that we have had in there over
the years have basically allowed the Himalayan Blackberry to
take over and eliminate a lot of the native riparian
vegecation, and that’s an issue.

Another concern that the Forest Service has, kind
of spans both the terrestrial and aquatic resourcee, and
Jackie did a really good job -- Frankie, excuse me -- of
explaining the full range of species that need to be loocked
at this morning. It was even better than last night.

{Laughter.)
MR. CONDON: But there ie a group cf species

that’'s missing from that list. In order to assure that -- I
won't go through them one-by-cne, I promise, but I'11
provide you the list if you don‘t have it already -- but in
order to assure consistency with the Foreat Service plans,
we're required to have an analysis of the effects of any

project on Forest Service Management Indicator Species.
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M5. GREEN: Sure, thank you,

MR. CONDON: That'’s another piece that sc far is
migeing from the PGEE applicaticn.

On the recreation resources, that’s been pretty
well articulated at this point, and obvioualy that’s a big
concern to the Forest Service.

A lot of the focus, unfortunately, in our Land
Management Plans, is sort on the quantity side of that, vou
know, providing facilitiea to meet demand. And I think the
FERC regulations are worded somewhat mimilarly.

We also have concerns with respect to recreation
about the quality of the experience. And I'm glad there wae
some mentien of staying within the recreational opportunity
ppectrum. But we want to provide recreation facilities and
accees to meet visitor demand, but not at the expense of the
quality of the experience. That’s very important.

There are a couple of other subissmes within
recreation that we think are equally important. The focus
hae been on facilitiee’ access and accessibility, which wa
certainly agree con, but there are also issues related to
safety and there are algo issues related to copportunities
for interpretation.

You know, when you lock at thie project and how
it fits in with the whole stairway of power and the

ecosystems it gits in, there’s a tremendous opportunity to
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educate the public. I won’t mention anything about last
night, but there’s obviously a tremendour need to educate
the public about how this project works and what impact it
really has on the rescurces that are so important to folks.

Finally, on the aevelopment resources igsue, that
wae a fairly brief statement there, so maybe we‘re on the
same page. But what I would hope is that when yoﬁ loock at
the economicse of the project, that we're not looking
strictly at kind of the financial feasibility from the
perspective of the licensee, but considering the full range
of costes and benefits to the public.

That’s a very important issue to the folks in
Plumas County, in particular. and that’s the end of my
comments.

MS. GREEN: Thank you.

ME. MUDRE: Thank you, Michael. Those were very
good commente. Michael was the only one that indicated that

the form that he wanted to provide --
MS. GREEN: Christie said she wanted to comment.

MR. MUDRE: O©Oh, there’s a hidden one. The second
speaker today will be Christie Goodman.

MS. GOODMAN: I‘m Christie Goodman, the Natural
Rescurces Analyat for Plumas County. I work wmostly on
stewardship issues in the Flood Control and Conservation

Digtriect in Public Works under Tom Hunter.
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I'm also a staff assistant to the 2105 Committee,
which is a duly-appointed committee by the Board of
Supervisor of Plumag County, and includes a large amount of
stakeholders, including the Forest Service, PG&E, County
residents, and professicnals from varioug resource agencies.

The 2105 ﬁmmmittee wag able to make a
preaentation last night, so I will only hit briefly on those
topics. The number one pricrity for Plumas County and the
2105 Committee is the Lake Level RAgreement, which through
the assistance of the Forest Service and PG&E's
representatives, I think that we’re doing a good job. I
would also like to thank PG&E for its professionalism and
willingnees to come to the table.

Besides thes Lake Leve) Agreement, we’'re also
locking at a water quality monitoring plan, a c¢omprehensive
recreation plan, an ercgion plan, and a safety plan. And we
have presented these gcoale and objectives to PGLE last year.

I think it was in February.
And since the draft license applic¢ation has come

out, Plumas County is looking at alternatives to the flow
schedules, the shoreline management plan, the safety plan,
the Lake Level Agreement, and water quality monitoring
plans.

We alsc have some socioveconomic concerns, which

in your mcoping document, you cited as not being poesibly
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important as other facteors. And this reservoir is not enly
a source of income for PGEE, but also for the residents of

Plumas County, and we would like you to reconsider that in

your scoping document .

I think that we;ve come a long way to an
agreement with PG&E on many issues, but we still have a long
way to go. And we would like FERC to conaider the
advantages of the collaborative process, and hope that we
will not be short-shrifted on ways to implement and discuas
alternatives for the management of Lake Almanor. That’e all
I have to say.

MR. MUDRE: Thank you, Chriastie. Is there anyone
who has changed their mind and wants to provide oral
testimony? We can take that now.

{No reasponse.}

MR. MUDRE: Otherwise, if there are any
gquestions, you can ask the question, and whoever is best
suited to answer it, I'm sure will be glad to answer it.

{No response.)

MR. MUDRE: Barring anything further, then --

MS. GREEN: I have some questicns, if nobody else
does.

{Laughter.)

M3. GREEN: My turn again. I had some questionsa

for PG&E. Based on some of the things that I learned from
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going through the lirense application, I had some questions.

There were a few atudies or analyses underway
that were mentioned. I‘m not sure what their atatue is. 1
just want to ask you that.

One was tﬁe Cold Water Feasibility Study that was
being conducted by the University of Iowa. I underatand its
scheduled completion is this Spring or was this Spring. Do
you know when we would see that or when that is geoing to be

available,

MR. JEREB: The Cold Water Feasibility Study done
by the Univeraity of Iowa is a modeling study for modeling
the Prattville Intake and iﬁs area with a real model to
determine the effectiveness of certaln structures that could
be implemented there.

And the results of that are forthcoming very
soon, probably within a month or two.

MS. GREEN: Okay, so by July, do you think? Or
you‘re not certain, but maybe?

MR. JEREB: Yeah. 1It’s forthcoming. Bechtel
Corporation is working with uws on that.

M3S. GREEN: Okay.

MR, JEREB: And so Christie and Mike have been
more directly involved with that.

PARTICIPANT: I think the July date is

reaschable.

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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PARTICIPANT: I can’t hear that.

MS. GREEN: He gald July of 2003.

MR. ALEXANDER: My name ia Marvin Alexander, and
I'm a member of the 2105 Committee. And the only reason I'm
doing this and taking your time is because I think I can
provide a unigque perspective.

I have been working with PG&E with about eight
different vice presidents for over 30 years. 1 have
putlived them all.

{Laughter.)

MR. ALEXANDER: So I do bring an historical
background that I think will be invaluable to you folke who
are going to try to look at the broad picture in trying to
golve the many, many problems.

I want to commend Tom Jefeb.for hig infinite
patience in listening to people like me over all of these
many months.

I want to step back a little in time. The
license that’s expiring was put together when Lake Almanor
was simply an isolated mountain lake. So, consequently, the
1954 license, which is being replaced, didn’t have to pay
any attention at all to the public. There waa no public
here at the time,

So it was a total, almost, if I can use the word,

a vizrginal forest up here. ‘Then shortly after the license

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
Nationwide Coverage
Ni2-347-3700 BOO-336-5046 d10-684-2550



13314 .ALL
OMT/wet

P

"

)

10
1l
12
13
14
15
1&
17
1l
19
20
41
22
23
24
25

42

went into effect, suddenly the Lake was discovered, and
there has grown up around this Lake, a whole recreation
comnminity.

First there was Lake Almanor Country Club. There
are like 2,000 homes there. Then came a few yeara later,
Lake Almanor West. There‘’a ahbout 600-700 homes there.
Then, more recently, Bailey Creek opened up.

I think they will eventually have maybe 1200 to
2000 home=a thers. But the point is that the past -- the
current license, which is expiring, didn’t recognize the
need at all for any kind of recreaticn planning.

But since that time, there’s been an enormous
growth of recreational demands on the Lake. And then the
moat recent one is the projected Dire Moumtain skl resort
and home development.

So all of these particular -- these are
recreation communities. They are putting a great deal of

recreaticnal pressure on the Lake.

Now, it brings us to the crux of the problem.
The people who have come up there, who have invested
literally hundreds of millions of deollars te build their
recreation homes, look upon this as a -- Lake Almanor -- as
a beautiful recreational body of water.

And yet PG&E loocks upon it as a corporate asset,

and sc these are two dichotomies that are in conflict with
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one another. And the situation is made more pressure-filled
by virtue of the projected growth.

There’s an enormous projected growth of
recreation in that area, because there is the confluence of
the l.assen National Fbrest; the Plumas National Forest, the
Park, there are all these different recreational facilities
that are magnets for the public to come up to that area. So
there’s a projected growth of enormous pressure for
recreational uses on Lake Almanor.

S0 it is incumbent upon thie license to somehow
bring together the recreational neede of a growing public
and ﬁhe needs of the PGEE. This, I think, ies the most
difficult job of this new license.

I maw this problem coming, and because this new
license was going to be so important, it was I that insiated
that the County, thaﬁ the Plumas County Board of
Supervisors, which is the governing agency in the area,

agsume responaibility of the negotiations for the license.

* And that’s why you are, in effect; negotiating
with the 2105 Committee, which is a committee of Plumas
County.

There are certain fundamentals that we have
ragarded as essentials, and one of the fundamentals and one
of the most difficult ones to solve, is the Lake level. In

order to have a viable recreational community, which is the
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basis of the economic basis of the County and of the area,
in order to be viable, there ham to be a predictable quality
of water during the summer recreational season.

and so this is one of the most difficult of the
license problems toc aclve to achieve a water level during
the summer recreational months that is relatively
predictable. This is a hydromanagement problem. We regard

that as probably one of the key elements of the new license.

The second one is the maintenance and protection
of the water quality. The quality of the water in a Lake
like that is very sensitive. There are g0 many problems, 20
many potential problems' for pollution, that there haa to be
an ongoing and effect water guality program. Those are the
two moat impeortant areas.

The third area that I have always felt was very
essential was to provide public access, increase public
access in a controlled fashicon, with particular -- one of_my
pet requirements is to try to get access, recreational
acceas to the Lake for the local citizens. It'as a sad
commentary that there is no Lake access to the people of
Chester.

This is largely a result of the peculiar Lake
formation. The shoreline makes it wery difficult to achieve

that .
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So, at any rate, those are the three problems
that I would like tc have lotked at very carefully: A
predictable water level; a guarantee of water quality; and

additiconal public access.

And I thank you'for this opportunity. I hadn‘t
countad on this when I came, but I appreciate it.

MR. MUDRE: Thank you, Marvin.

MS. GREEN: Thank you for your comments, Marvin.

I have a couple more questions for PG&E. Oh,
when you get the results of the Cold Water Feasibility Study
that I mentioned earlier, will that be filed with the
Commission when you get it, or how do you anticipate putting
that on the record?

MR. JEREB: Well, the results will first come to
a group that's working on this issue as a part of the Rock
Creek Cresta settlement agreement, as a part of the Rock
Creek Cresta license. So that information will be proceaged
through that group.

He can then file it with you as a part of the
2105 project, if you desire.

| M. GREEN: I think it would be helpful to have
that information on the record. I would appreciate that.

MR. JEREB: All right.

MS. GREBEN: and that was another cquestion I had;

ACE-FEDERAL REPORTERS, INC.
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was it going to be filed as Rock Creek Cresta or 2105.

MR. JEREB: Rock Creek Creata Project doea have a
requirement to file that stuff on an annual basis, but that
report, of course, would not come into till early next year.
But as part of the process for this relicensing, it could
come in through that, s¢ we could file that.

MS. GREEN: Thank you, great. My second
question: I read that there was a second sampling effort
underway, evaluating human health levels of PCEs. I'm not
pure when that was supposed to be completed. It may have
been completed, and I may have overlooked that.

MR. JEREB: Yes, we're conducting two additional
elements. One is additional water gquality sampling. And
that relates to both chemistry and coliform sampling.

And then there ie a second series of sampling
where we're conducting fisgh tissue -- some additional fish
tissue analysis for PCEs and heavy metals. And those are
expected to be -- the water quality is expected to be done
over the 4th of July week for the coliform issues.

MS. GREEN: So will you conduct that actually
then?

MR. JEREB: Pardon me?

M3. GREEN: Excuse me. You're going to actually
conduct that sampling the 4th of July week?

MR. JEREB: Yes, the cecliform sampling, the first
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week -- excuse me -- the last week in June and the firat
several weeks in July.

MS. GREEN: Okay.

MR. JEREB: That’s the coliform sampling. The
water quality sampling is ongoing. You saw the individual
out there yesterday, one of our etaff, installing some
additional water quality monitoring systems.

The fish tissue analyais, Stu Running here is
managing that. Stu, would you like to tell us about the
fieh timsue analysis?

MS. GREEN: Thank you.

MR. RUNNING: Yeah, I workaed out a program. Last
year, we got started in about, I think, probably late
October or November of last year. And we’re able to refiect
about two-thirds of the fish species that we agreed upon
before it gets too cold and we weren’t finding species. 5So
we‘re planning on going back in probabiy the firat or second
week of June to hopefully collect the remaining species and
numbers of fish.

It will be provided to the CDF&G lab in Rancheo
Cordeva, like we had provided the first samples. We have
not yet received any of the results back yet from Ranch
Cordova. They have ben extremely slow in processing the
resulta back to us, but, again, hopefully we’ll get those

final fish collected here in the next few weeks.
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MS8. GREEN: And do you anticipate when you'’ll put
that information -- when the results of that will be on the
record for this project?

MR. RUNNING: We are kind of at the whim of Fish
and Game providing it to us. Our two choices were to go
back to our previoua lab and then send a subasample to Fish
and Game for processing, or to go to Fish and Game and
eliminate that additional double effort. So, we wanted to
kind of minimize the costs and reduce anybody’s concerns
about accuracy of the results. So we anticipate with weeks
of getting that information, it will be provided to Tom and

we can get that to you guys for your analysais.
MS. GREEN: Great. You menticned that yestexrday,

and I just wanted it on the record that you’re waiting.

MR. RUNNING: Sure.

MB. GREEN: Waiting, waiting, waiting.

Is that the -- I juat want to clarify, Stu, with
you, is that the same as the sampling Eor the total mercury
concentrations that were scheduled in October?

MER. RUNNING: Correct, right. After thla
project, we’re looking at total mercury and PCBa at various
locations, depending upon issues.

MS. GREEN: ©Okay. I just saw something that was
scheduled for October, and I waen‘t sure if that had been

done yet or if there were results from that.
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MR. RUNNING: We were able to get most of the
epecies from Butt Valley Reservoir, with the exception
small-mouthed bass, which we were not able to pick any fish.
We were not able tc succesgfully get any suckers from Belden
Forebay; we were able to gét all the fish from the River
below dispcoeal pile for analysis, so that part is done, and
we're just waiting for those results.

MR. MUDRE: Juat to follow up on that, Stu, did
you mean methyl mercury or total mercury for the edibie
fleah?

MR. RUNNING: We worked out looking for total
mercury because 97 percent of the total mercury is methyl
mercury, so we're locking at that as a substitute to give us
a good coat savings.

MR. MUDRE: Because the FDA. standards are
expressed in terms of methyl mercury.

MR. RUNNING: This is what we had worked out. We
had talked with Fish and Game and alsc the Office of Health
or whatever.

MR. MUDRE: Okay.

MS. GREEN: Okay. And I saw a comment from the
Gtate Water Resources Control Board, and sc I'm glad to see
you’re working with her.

Is the data associated with the temperature

modeling available to us?
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MR. RUNNING: Which temperature modeling?

ME. GREEN: I’d have to go back to the license
application. NOAA Fisheries folks apparently commented on
that, I'm sorry, I'd have to go get the license
application. I can do that if you want me to.

MR. MATTAX: I can jump in there. I think the
thing that -- sorry, I’'m Brian Mattax from Berger.

I believe what we're locoking for on that one is -
- there are a couple of thingas: One is, we don’t have, I
don’t believe, any accese to the wmodel and how it wae
exactly calibrated, et cetera. And s0 it’s really
divergent, what we want.

But so the fish guys need some or could use some
information dealing with Butt Valley bathymetry, for
ingtance, which I presume is built into that model., So that
would be a plus.

‘Also, it would be good to ses what your
asgumptions, et cetera, are, and I guess some of the thinga
that we were alluding to the other day, there are so many
scenarios that could be run. And it appeared, from my
review, that what was in the application was increased
releases from the dam, and maintaining similar generation
and not foregoing any generation.

And, cobwvious=ly, that affects water surface

levels, and B0 we wanted to get a good handle on what,
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exactly, you have done in that. And I personally would like
to see some different alternatives, other than just the one
that’s in the record, or at least that I believe is8 in the
record, based on my understanding.

MR. JEREB: This is Tom Jereb here. We've been
modeling and evaluating the Feather River water temperatures
igsue aince 1986, and so0 we’'ve done a tremendous amount of
modeling relating to many different scenarios, and that
information is forthcoming and can be made available.

Through our cecllaborative group, we're evaluating
as we speak, many scenarics, just as you requested, various
reservoir operation levels, combined with various generation
levels, combined with various in-stream flow levels
affecting water temperatures.

And o we have actually three different meodels
we're usaing that each feed into each other. We have a
gentleman by the name of Dr. Tu, Scntt'Tu, who is our water
guality acientiat, who is the lead on a lot of the water
quality sampling, and Dr. Bruce McGuirke, who is our
hydrology modeler and cperations modeler, so.both doctore
are working asimuiltaneously with our collaborative group.
They’'re on ocur teams to model as many different scenarios as
we can, go that information can be made available.

I have to ask, what deo you want?

MS. GREEN: Sure, we can do that.
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MR. JERER: There are hundreds of model acenarios

which we’re modeling.

MR. MATTAX: Have you provided a list of what the
different scenaricos are?

MR. RUNNING: Yeas. We’re working on this with a
subcommittee to the 2105 group, and we have developed a
series of scenarios, both in the Seneca Reach and Belden
Reach at -- we are running through Bruce’s model first, and
then looking at alsoc various water classifications. Then
that information will be given to Scott Tu, which then he’ll
run through as temperature models.

I know that as of our last meeting, Scott has
like 28 runs he has to do, and each run takes about half a
day. We're alac locking at different generation and atorage
acenarics as to where it comma from, but it will take a
little while te get all this together, but we are actively
doing this.

MS. GREEN: Okay, thank you. AaAnd I just have one
more question. I understand that water samples were being
collected, measuring mercury, lead, and silver, in the Fall
of 2002, Spring of 2003, and Summer of 2003. When will
results of that information be availabie?

MR. RUNNING: You probably saw Charlie out there
yesterday collecting those, exactly when we were out there

doing our surveys.
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MS. GREEN: Right.

MR. RUNNING: I'm not sure what the exact
timeframe on that is. Scott Tu would also be the
appropriate person to respond to that.

MR. JEREB: The'sampling supplements the sampling
that we did.

MS. GREEN: I'm sorry, I meant to say that. I
underatand that.

MR. JEREB: We had a prcblem with the change in
the criteria that was over the time of our sampling, and,
therefore neceasitating us to do additional sampling at the
request of the Water Board.

ME. GREEN: Right, that was my understanding. I
was just curious about when you anticipated having the
results of that additional sampling available. And it
sounda like it will be late, if you‘re still planning to do
some this summer.

MR. RUNNING: Right, it probably wouldn’t be till
late Summer, early Fall. As we continue sampling through
the early and late summer, we wouldn’t be expecting results
till late Summer or early Fall, probably, from that.

MS. GREEN: Okay.

MR. MUDRE: But in theory, you may be able to
provide the Fall and Spring data.

MR. RUNNING: We can certainly check into that
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and see what is currently available and written up. »As you
know, it'e easier to collect it than analyze 1t, sc --

MB8. GREEN: Yes.

MR. RUNNING: With people’s schedules, sometimes
they are 8o busy collecting it in the summertime, that they
don‘t have time to do much more than collect it.

MS. GREEN: Bure. Thank you. That’s all the
questions T have.

MR. MUDRE: Thank you.

MR. AULT: I have some gquestions. This is Scott
ault. I have a few questiona for PGAE.

In the license application, you stated that a
third-year fish population sampling was being conducted in
the project area. Can you tell us when the resulta of those
will be available?

MR. RUNNING: This is Stu Running. I got the
first tables and graphs last week from that, and I'm
expecting initiel writeup from the consultant very briefly
po that I can check on format and style, as we try tao
integrate three years’ of data into cne final report.

So I‘m hoping to get that out the door in the
next couple of months as well, but probably not for at least
two menths.

MR. AULT: Two menths? Okay, thank you.

and also in your license application, you
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mentioned that there was gpome additional sampling done on
potential natural fish barriers by the methodology --

MR. RUNNING: Forest Service.

MR. AULT: Yes, Forest Service fish crossing
methodology. Can you telllms when the results of that will
be done.

{Loud hammering and laughter.)

MR. RUNNING: Do you think that synccpated?

{Laughter.)

MR. RUNNING: This is Stu Running. That report
is supposed to be due to me last week, and I have been out
in the field so much that I haven’t gotten back to the
consultant to find out why it hasn’t been shipped to my in-
basket yet, so later today or tomorrow I'll get back to you
on it. 1I711 check with the consultant to see where that is,
but I was informed two weeks ago that that report was -- a
draft version was produced. '

{Loud hammering.}

MR. RUNNING: The powera that be.

{Laughter.)

MR. RUNNING: That report, as a draft report,
should be aveilable this week to me, sBo that I will have
time to review it, hopefully within the next two weeks I'1ll
get that and finalize it and have that available to you for

that prccess as well.
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MR. MATTAX: Sometime like the end of June,
maybe, do you think?

MR. RUNNING: Yee, I think so, yes.

MR. MATTAX: Okay, thank you.

MR. RUNNING: Again, the Forest Service
methodology only refers to culvert crossings for the
analysis.

MR. MATTAX: That‘s it.

MS. GREEN: Thank you, Scott. ©Does anybody else
on this team, the Berger Team, have any other questions for
the licensee while we’re all here?

{No responee.)}

MS. GREEN: Thank you very much.

MR. MUDRE: Okay, I gquess our timing was pretty
good. The big woodpecker didn’t land until the very end.

(Laughter.)

MR. MUDRE: I want to thank everyone for coming
today, and we look forward to working with all of you, as
this progresses. We are adjourned.

(Whereupcn, at 11:46 a.m., the scoping meating

was adjourned.)
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